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the least.   Aratos mentions her uncertain position in the heavens:
She head foremost like a tumbler sits.
The Arabs called Cassiopeia "the Lady in the Chair," but curiously enough the early Arabs had in this place a very different figure in no way connected with the figure known to us. They called this star group "the large hand stained with henna" or "the tinted hand," the bright stars marking the finger tips. They also made out of the constellations Cepheus and Cassiopeia, two dogs, and some times referred to Cassiopeia as "the kneeling camel."
In this constellation we have, therefore, an example of the fertile imagination of the early Oriental star-gazers, and a curious combination of objects assigned to a group of stars that is not especially conspicuous,—a lady in a chair, a tinted hand, a dog, and a kneeling camel.
As the stars of this constellation revolve about the Pole, they form when below it a slightly distorted capital "M." This is reversed when Cassiopeia is above the Pole, and we have a celestial letter " W" that enables many to identify the constellation.
In Greece at one time this constellation was known as "the Laconian Key," from its fancied resemblance to that article, and Aratos makes the following reference to this title:
Not many are the stars nor thickly set That, ranged in line, mark her whole figure out? But like a key that forces back the bolts Which kept the double door secured within So shaped her stars you singly trace along.
Renouf identified Cassiopeia with the Egyptian star group known as "the Leg," and thus mentioned in the "Book of the Dead," the Bible of Egypt, that most ancient ritual four thousand years old or more: "Hail, leg of the northern sky in the large visible basin."
Cassiopeia belonged to the so-called "Royal Family"nate. Galle turned his telescope toward the position in the sky determined by Le Verrier, and discovered thes day. The flower is the snowdrop, and the precious stone, chalcedony.depths of
